[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]
image6.jpeg
L

that you would be believers if you led a chaste lifel” Today we can apply this to many
unbelievers and godless. Those who lost their faith reason this way, just as years ago reasoned
a leader of a certain Indian tribe. A Catholic missionary visited the tribe and preached for three
days to the redskins. An elderly tribe leader listened to the preacher very attentively. After
three days the leader called the missionary to him and said: “White Father, you always talk
about some God who knows everything, who sees everything, who hears everything! We don’t
need such a God and we don’t want him! Useless is your work! | advise you to leave us in
peace!” Isn't it, literally, the outlook of every unbeliever? After all, he doesn’t want that God
see his thoughts, hear his talk, observe his actions! That is why he denies God. He doesn’t want
religion to be the controller, the guardian of his behavior and his life, that is why, he renounced
his faith, and denied God. Sometime, somewhere | read that story. | don’t know if it is a fact or
a fable. But it doesn’t matter, it is interesting and one can learn from it. It is rumored that
somewhere in the Polish village, polish peasant, wanting to earn some money set up a pub by
the roadside. But being a farsighted and loving man did not leave his inherited land, did not
leave his farm. Next to the pub was a pig sty. If he had customers he served them and kept
them company. If there were no customers, he went to the pig sty and took care of the pigs.
With change in service he did not change his clothes. By this time his clothes were saturated
with the pig sty odors! He did not smell himself. But those who came in contact with him did
very well. One day he went into the city without changing his clothes to purchase new supply
for the pub. He entered the best winery in town and began to taste wine of all kinds. After each
taste he had the same answer. He’d say, true, the wine is very good, but has a very strange
smelll” Finally, those observations began to jar the owner, impatient, said: “Friend, go back
home, and put on clean clothes, then you'll know that my wines do not have the strange smell.”
And here is my humble and sincere advice to those to those who lost their faith or forgot their
faith: “Return to the confessional! Throw off your dirty, spotted, clothes from your soul. Put on
new clothes of humble faith, moral and noble life, then you will regain the smell of peace and
happiness! Then you will regain faith!”
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| greet you my fellow compatriots in a traditional Polish way: Praised be, Jesus Christ!

| don’t doubt that quite a few of my listeners wonder why do | start every program with a

talk about faith. | say so much about faith! Let me explain to you why | do this which for you
seems to be a puzzle, but it isn’t a puzzle. It is only a reasonable and logical preparation for
further discussions of religious subjects. Moreover, what does a builder do? Does he first start
with a chimney? No, this would be very funny! Perhaps he starts putting the roof? On what
would he put that roof? Perhaps he first puts the sides and walls? He would not have any
foundation on which to put these walls. Or perhaps he will first to lay the floor or maybe he will
start with the ceiling? But even the greatest weirdo and eccentric would not have the courage
to do that. Simple, healthy reason points out that to build one must begin with foundation,
which is the ground beam, the foundation to the whole building. A wise person builds on
thorough, solid, lasting, strong and deep foundation because he builds not for himself only but
for his children also, because he builds not only for today but for tomorrow, for the future!
Listen to what Christ, the Lord called: “Everyone who hears these words and does them will
resemble the wise man, who builds on a rock. The rains and rivers came, the winds blew and
beat against the house, but the house stood firm, because it was built on sound foundation and
not on sand. All who hear my words but do not put them into action, will resemble the silly
man who built his house on sand. The rains and rivers came, the winds blew and beat against
the house and the house fell because it had a very weak foundation.” It was a very bad fall.
Maybe now you will understand why my first talks are about faith. You still don’t understand?
So, please answer me sincerely (without excuses) what is the foundation, strong and lasting
foundation on which one can build his earthly and eternal life? Not any kind of life. Definitely
the kind of life one lives from paycheck to paycheck, weak, uncertain, depressing, gloomy, sad;
but a full life, bright, serene, happy, satisfactory, normally a life which promises full happiness,
perfect after death. What is the foundation of such a life? Perhaps studies or knowledge? Or
money and possessions; perhaps honors and fame; or honors and admiration; everyone who
thinks in this way is totally off course building on such a foundation! These find only disillusion
and disappointment, sooner or later! When the scales of disillusionment fall off their eyes and
they will see the sad state of their life, on a full scale of loss, where will they look for support,

so that they will not fall into despair, but persevere in the school of life where everyone without
exception is tested through difficulties, disillusions, and tragedies! It is suitable to recall the
Master’s words: “Who follows me does not walk in the darkness; but will have the light of life!”
From here let us move on to our chat under the title:

Why Don’t You Believe?
To the proofs given by me before | add the following! First, this comes from Pope Leo XIlI, a
man of great knowledge, one of the most prominent learned men of nineteenth century, who
in his encyclical of November 1, 1885 wrote: “There is no natural truth, which would diminish
faith in divine truth; moreover, each new discovery in the science field, can contribute to a
better understanding of God and praise of Him. For this reason the Church eagerly and joyfully
accepted all which happens to spread other knowledge and thus retained its favorable position,
and will continue to support and keep alive scientific studies. In not opposing this type of
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studies and discoveries of great minds, the Church saw many profitable discoveries. The Church
from the moment of its rising was an enemy of sluggishness and idleness, but desires that work
and progress bring much fruit. English statesman, William Evert Gladstone who died in 1890
said: “There is only one most important matter in this world, to inculcate the Gospel of Christ
into the hearts of the nation. For forty years | took part in the British government and | got to
know sixty greatest geniuses of the present time; fifty five of these were believing Christians
from conviction, other five valued religion highly. Undoubtedly, | realize that my faith grows
constantly!” Who reads biographies of brilliant people in the field of knowledge will learn that
these were people of deep knowledge and at the same time of deep faith. Many of those who
for some time called themselves freethinkers or believers, converted, some only when death
looked into their eyes! The learned believers are so many in every field that several volumes
could be filled with their names! The curious could look it up in the encyclopedia. There one will
find out that in the field of physics the prominent men were Huygens, Euler, Franklin, Galvani,
Volta, Ampere, Faraday, Regnault, Rontgen, Marconi and hundreds of others. Everyone of them
deeply and humbly believing! The same can be read about geologists, zoologists and others!
Therefore, one can deduct that shallow, false and superficial knowledge does not agree with
true faith. Also, true wisdom does not shake before or fears true faith! Only humans who barely
licked something of knowledge especially modern man who tasted but could not digest
knowledge progressively-modern. He gets drunk with progressive knowledge, the discoveries,
duped and planet struck by newness, becomes sacrifice to presumption and pride crying out:
Man is not only mighty but almighty. He does not need God, faith, or religion; having
knowledge is enough! King of Babylon thought similarly. What happened? He became a
sacrifice to sudden paralysis and was thrown out by the people. What more, beside shallow and
false knowledge what else leads to the loss of faith! Erroneous understanding, and
misconception of certain truths of faith. One says he lost faith because he cannot accept
infallibility of the Pope, because he says, because of this the Pope can tell us to believe that two
and one are five instead of three. Or, the Pope can tell us to vote for this or for that candidate,
or tell us that hell is on Mars. Is that true? Does infallibility means such things? One who has his
faith does not say such things, because he simply can’t. Another will say that he lost his faith
because of the dogma of Immaculate Conception; how much noise, yelling and screaming was
was there when Pope Pius XIl announced Assumption of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary as a
dogma of faith! Who read these arguments against the dogma | don’t know what he admired
most, the naivete, childishness, shallowness or perfidy or downright meanness of certain
individuals. The third says he lost his faith because he read that sometime somewhere a
scandalous act was committed in the church, such as scandalous murder of the stepfather on
Jasna Gora! If | would tell you that | lost faith because a Catholic committed murder, for he paid
by death in electric chair, would you justify me for leaving my faith? Is that faith’s fault? That
even in the Church there are weak people, people inclined to do evil rather than good, hard,
ignoble, people who break not only human laws but God’s laws as well! Catholic Church

does have two sides: God’s side and human side; and the human side is frequently unstable ,
wobbly and imperfect! It is worth to oneself a historic question: “Because the doctor becameill,
I should lose confidence in medicine? Just because during the two thousand years, there were
ilinesses in the Church, does that give me the right to justify my voluntary loss of faith?” It
greatly weakens the faith and sometimes leads to its loss. Faith which is only superficial and silly
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rebellious critical faith of the requirements of the church authority! How many whisperings,
complaints, murmurings and protests, when the Church authorities forbid dervish dances,
certain fashions, which do not dress but denude people, immoral films and scurrilous literature.
All these factors imprint a very thoughtless outlook on life and morality of life! With vanishing
morality, faith vanishes also! There is another cause which threatens faith, and gradually leads
to the loss of it. That cause is nothing else but the American style of life, and to tell the truth, |
myself don’t know whether to ascribe it to American nature or to feverish and quick as lightning
pace! It seems to me that such constant chasing kills in the heart of the nation all ideals,
suppresses all noble impulses, awakens unwillingness, and creates weird, distorted outlook on
human life! This is what one sociologist wrote: “A crowd of unbelievers is not unbelieving,
because it did not renounce the faith, but only doesn’t have time for religion, for spiritual
aspiration, because greater spiritual demands are killed by office, factory, chancellery, store,
workplace, in a word, changes through work into the daily bread!” Even today Christ is among
families, but the man justifies himself by saying: “Leave me in peace, I'm still busy.” A woman,
again, says: “I have no time, | have a lot of work!” Christ speaks to the crowds filling the streets
but everyone dismisses him with words: “I don’t have time! Christ wants to have a voice in
meetings of United Nations, but here, too, he hears: “Leave us in peace, we have enough of
work!”Christ enters the palace of the rich man, the house of the laborer, enters the dance hall,
to the misery joints, but no one listens to him. Some are chasing around after bread. Others
chase after pleasures. All have much, very much to do. Amid the burdens of work and daily
chase, the soul becomes sterile, faith weakens and not only that no one comes with the help,
but just the opposite, people make others laughing stocks either because of their religion, then
it isn’t surprising that the torch of faith loses its brilliance, and finally is extinguished
completely. Children and youth grow in this unhealthy environment. As long as the children are
still in the elementary from time to time they may read something from the catechism, or Bible
history, even to these matters now they devote too little time. But when this youth finishes
eighth grade, they break every contact with religion, because they do not have any time. They
have to start preparing for the university studies. At the universities they specialize in
engineering, law, philosophy, fine arts, construction, training dogs or cats, but in matters of
religion, they are in the same place they were in eighth grade; and who knows they may have
even taken a step backwards, under the professors’ freethinkers, godless, pessimists pressure,
shielding themselves with the pretext of knowledge and progress! It is then that youth begins
to doubt, loses trust in people, the world, to life! Unintentionally he is pummeled by all kinds of
questions: Who is right? Religion who teaches love of and people, only people who look on
religion from on high, which they approach lukewarmly and carelessly. Or does the one who
says his prayers every morning and then works hard till the evening for upkeep of his family and
fulfill his parental? Is mother right who holds on to old Christian truths, which most of the
people swept them in the corner? Or are the professors and friends right, who notwithstanding
the voice of conscience, do not pay attention to universally accepted customs and live with
whatever the life accords them. Maybe the Church is right, after all, when even in these times
has the courage to teach old truths, which are not practical today. Perhaps idealists or
Communists are right who with one blow of power and slavery want to even out all human hills
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and valleys? Such and similar doubts rip the minds and souls of the young in these times and
clear the way to the loss of faith! Someone said: It is not the mind but the heart which is the
most cordial ally of unbelief! Is it possible? We have many people who did not lose their faith
because of their mind, or knowledge, but the rotten heart, scandalous immoral life that they
stopped believing but because they saw all the kingdoms of the world and their fame. Because
they listened to the voice of their enemy, the tempter, who whispered: “All pleasures and
delight will be yours if you will only bow to me and break off with God, religion and faith!”
Again | am turning to the theologian, who writes: “You say that you lost your faith and you
don’t know why? but tell me the kind of life you are leading? Only those who deny existence of
God to whom it matters that God did not exist!” No one denies the difficulties encountered in
the theories of physics, atoms, oxygen, electric, electrons despite the fact that there are many
questions, and mysteries which even the most learned cannot fathom. No one questions them,
no one is against them. Why? Because they refer to the mind and understanding and not to the
heart, or to feelings or to life! Although those who lost the faith blame God’s commandments,
rebels against church commandments because they touch his thoughts, inclinations and
desires, speech and actions. This they commend that they forbid. You lost your faith because
you stretched your arm for a forbidden fruit! You lost your faith because transgressed the
border where there was a tablet which read: Entry strictly forbidden! You lost faith because
you think that these are handcuffs and bullets which restrained your inclinations and urges and
so you broke with them and threw them out! | don’t want to go into further details that
frequently are dreary, belittling and shameful. Those who have ears will hear; who has some
sense will easily understand! Many of those who lost faith would willingly return to faith, many
would be willing to attend church and listen to the teachings, if only we would preach about the
cradle in Bethlehem in stable, of ecstatic beauty of heaven, of angels, about emotional things,
poetical things, emotional things eliciting exaggerated sensitiveness. But because the Church
preaches about sin, punishment for sins, about Purgatory and Hell, commands and prohibitions
of God, about demanded conscientiousness in fulfilling ones duties of state, about morality or
immorality of actions, they absolutely do not want to hear this, so they say they don’t believe!
Why waste time for prayer, on devotions, when they have so much work. This proves that
conscience does not give them peace, that it tempts them, urges them torments them! With
this conscience they fight day and night even in their drams! They scream there is no God; that
God’s commandments don’t exist; that church’s teaching is some invention of the priests to
keep people under their thumb, and so on and on, without order or logic! Doesn’t every
divorced person who left the wife and children argues this way? Or a woman, who escaped
from her husband and children or the husband who seeks pleasures outside of marriage. Or a
woman who plays super modern woman in a role of madam-street lady operating playful love-
affairs and intrigues belittling the whole female race! Check American press for details! Listen
to what the letters have to say. This is written by a certain father: “I have a 17-year old son and
a 16-year old daughter, both attend high school. They have all kinds of American magazines but
not a single school book. In the evening no one can hold them back from going out! Friday or
holiday they have a meeting to go to a party or a dance to attend! Six evenings of the week they
are never home. Sunday one cannot drag them out of bed because they are tired and have to
rest up! Even in the house they do not do a thing, because that belongs to the “old man”l The
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mother iw longs treated like a maid. At home they play lords and their mother caters to their
every whim, even gives money to them without my knowledge, and they act like smart-alecs
and do as they please. If | say anything to them they threaten that they will leave home because
| am too “old-fashioned for them!” This is only a part of the letter! I'm curious how long sons
and daughters of this type will remain in the faith. How long will they continue to say their
prayers, participate in the holy Mass, going to Holy Confession. From this wanton and frivolous
life only one step remains to lose the faith completely. How many of such youth who today
ignores parental laws, will start ignoring human laws, the next step are God'’s laws. Such youth
will grow up as refined, cynical, moral fraud! And here is what one husband wrote: “I took an
only daughter, from a family which knew faith from afar. Her parents warned me about her
before marriage, but | paid no attention to the warnings. My wife did not want to work at
home. One day was a headache, the next time her leg bothered her; the next time her nerves
did not give her peace. She slept till noon, afternoon she rested. But she had time to read all
kinds of magazines, film reviews, illustrated monthly theatrical magazines and other such minor
writings; some quite scandalous and squalid materials. During the day she felt unwell, by
evening she regained her strength and humor. She chased from once dance hall to another.
Before she left the house she made sure she took off her wedding band and hid it in the
drawer, but made sure she had two packs of cigarettes in her purse. After our son was born she
said to me: “This is your brat, you wanted him take care of him.” Since the wedding day she did
not set her foot into the church!” After this | stopped reading. The whole letter covered eleven
pages! Exemplary wife and mother, who doesn’t know prayers and doesn’t have faith. She will
not learn prayers and will not find faith in dancing and game halls or meetings in beer gardens,
etc. Listen to what a mother and the wife writes: “I have three children and unbelieving
husband who plays a single man. He goes from tavern to tavern wastes money on gambling,
drinks and women! | know this from his behavior not only from others and the letters | found in
his pocket, when after a night of going from tavern to tavern he returned home in the morning
drunk to unconsciousness. | myself don’t know how long | will be able to put up with him. At
home he is overbearing, unapproachable, and a miser. All of us are in his way. He curses us and
calls all kinds of names and blasphemes God! He forbids the children to say their prayers by
saying: “In this house | am the boss! | don’t want my kids to pray!” | never expected that he
would that he will change this much. His parents are decent people. His brothers and sisters are
believing, only he is so degenerate. For him, holiness is unnecessary! He doesn’t need God. God
didn’t give him anything. The Church only takes! Faith is good to frighten women and children,
but can’t handle the men!”About the letters, | ask is it possible that people leading such
wasteful life could preserve the faith? Faith that from the very beginning was limping and
ailing? Furthermore can one expect of people who lead such lives that they could regain their
faith? A miracle is needed, and such a miracle is possible with tender and imploring faith-of
innocent children! Again | turn to a learned theologian who wrote: “Definitely! Such kills our
faith with the heart not with the mind! An unbeliever does not have a sick mind but a sick
heart! Today, too, such an incident may occur, and in fact it did, in the literary salons of the
famous French author Chateaubriand, the most famous writer of the nineteenth century.
Majority of the guests were unbelievers they talked about religion, and as it frequently happens
among unbelievers, they agreed that an intelligent man cannot be religious, when
Chateaubriand heard this, rose and said: “Gentlemen! Put your hand on your heart and admit




